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|. SENDING INTERIM REFLY AS WILL TAKE SEVERAL DAYS TO :
GET RETURNS SO0 FAR NO INFORMATION OF "CONSOLIDATED 3.3(h)(2) "
MILITIA/ GUERRILLA ORGANIZATION™ OTHER THAN IV CORPS REPORTS, 3.3(h)(2)
SPECIFICALLY | FROM CHUONG THIEN PROVINCE. OB NUMBERS 3.3(h)(2)
PROBLEM MORE COMPLEX EVEN THAN REFERENCE SUGGESTS. ;
2. SPEAK OF CONSOLIDATING HAMLET ~ 33(ME) 7
AND VILLAGE»GUERRILLAS BUT DO NOT MENTION MILITIA. 7 3.3(h)(2)

DOCUMENTS (E,G.

IN STATE os'ffux'ruaousuour COUNTRY AND APPARENTLY ndvinG

DIFFERENT DIRECTIONS IN DIFFERENT PROVINCES., VILLAGE

INDICATE GUERRILLA PROGRAM-- BOTH PLANS ARD 0RGANIZATIPN-(:;X:;:%: (:::>
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PAGE TWO SAIGON s E E 1 3.5(c)

COMMITTEES BEING GIVEN CONTRADICTORY ORDERS T0O ENCOURAGE
MORE GUERRILLAS TO MOVE UP TO MAIN FORCES AND TO STRENGTHEN
GUERRILLA UNITS,.

4, WE ARE PROBABLY ¥IDDING OURSELVES IF WE THINK IN
TERMS OF TwO RATHER UNIFORM AND DISPARATE CLASSES OF IRREGULARS--
GUERRILLAS AND MILITIA. THE IRREGULAR STRUCTURE APPEARS
TO HAVE A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF ORGANIZATIONS AND TO
VARY FROM REGION TO REGION, PERHAPS FROM PROVINCE TO PROVINCE.
IT IS A ROUGHLY PYRAMIDAL STRUCTURE THE BASE OF WHICH
DISOLVES INTO THE MASS OF THE PEOPLE UNDER VIET CONG CONTROL
IN A MANNER THAT MAKES IT IMPOSSIBLE IO DRAW A SHARP LINE

AND SAY THAT THOSE ON ONE SIDE ARE IRREGULARS AND THE OTHERS
ARE NOT., SIMILARLY, THOUGH PERHAPS TO A LESSER EXTENT, THE

EXISTENCEOF "PART-TIME GUERRILLAS" AND, POSSIBLE, FULL-TINE
MILITIA MAKES THE LINE BETWEEN THESE CATEGORIES A VERY
FUZZY ONE. |
S, THE ATTEMPT TO ENUMERATE THE IRREGULARS WITHIN
PRECISE CATEGORIES 1S A SISYPHEAN TASK. THERE WILL ALWAYS
BE OVERLAPS ‘DR OMISSIONS. THIS SEEMS FAR LESS IMPORTANT
THAN THE FACT THAT MACV J-2 1S STILL OFFICIALLY CARRYING
THE RIDICULOUS FAGURE or {12,768 IRREGULARS, UNCHANGED FOR
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